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T srnc IH!Ll:L.u is a long , narro\-1 desert extending over 2000 k •. 

long tho sout:·n1cotern coast of Africa . In common t-ti th th 

:en coa!Jta.L ocserts of Bnjn Californiu in !,1Cl!ico o.nd the 

no Ch:i.le , it is a cool conntal desert controll 

c.r. . ..t .. ong shore . Partlv as a r<'!Sul 

f cliraatoloctical and qcooo:rpholcryicul qrndionts , pnat nnd present , 

:'l.C t' SUPPOrtS a tyre at voric·ty o f and anioa.l 

var:Lous 11a!1:L tats . ox narticu lar no to in the f nun a of tl'l 

uno crests and olipfaccs, a habitat appnrently 

otner aunc dcGerts . 

From north to south snnd dunes , CYrnvel Plains anct aru 

river beds nl·t::crnato. Each habitat tyoe nupports a dintinc 

cor.' .. munl.tv only a ml.n:tnum of overlap. Fron north to sout 

cnnnqe of rainfall from predorJinantly summer to 

• ..:oa , an i.mportant clima.toloaical an ...... 

1 f' tv::tor throughout the Narni b , Ctlso shift 
., 

north to south . The driost a.rea occurs on t h e coastal Central 

rainfnll nro nt n m 

renotlt1on of t:vnes of ocographical un 

north to south , the climate doas not vnry in a synchronou 

nner . 
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··rof!l to (;ast in tho Central Unmib the g r 

ca.1c.rete occasionally . 
e.f,na c ry In the dune Nnnih a littornl bGlt 

of closclv po.ckeci. transverse dunes is replacea lJ_ 

os: L1ilt.H:lr a.unos ana , fu.t:ther east, a less exeensive area of 

comnlcx nulticyclic 

OVer thio same aren only 100- 140 1{m \·Tide, a cool , foggy 

.. lSCrt is located on the eoast , n steppe inland nn 

moot oovorc •alternating foq desert • in the central 

:tror.t :tog aecroases v1.n.1 le precipitation fron ru.in 

fro:n ·che coast itlland .. Totnl nrocinitntion from eitner 

:og- rai 

• In t -.1J.s central araa oa1ly a mplitude of t empc,ratu 

lso . Thus tnroc zon'"" 

hie Processes und phys1ognomy l1e approx1mate2y 

llol to the const across the Central Uamib . 

on tnis general pattern are the 

or tt1e :;..nsc .tJJergs :1nd clry "t,latcr courses on ·the n lains and o·:-= 

·the dune fields . These all cause 

- ral o·.;.rcrall patter:n. I nse.lbcrcrD an 
-.. y cou:roco cone en 

nc1- horn - .... -
uncs vary xron base to crest t-Ti th 

41 

rcspcc·t: to Hat:.er...,.holdinq capaci tv , ...... - _...,J ....,.. _ ....,- I 

r eo o:f oui.)Strnte comr.>netion nncl qrainasize d istribut.'ton . 

utn tho rlora chang hnvi m 

the 'rropical Flora ·to on uor 

tot. 1· • Over this ,me d i E;tance t ler elenents 
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